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			Are KÜHL Pants Waterproof? The Best Outdoor Pants To Keep You Dry
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							In the great outdoors, staying dry can be crucial and that’s where good-quality outdoor pants come in. KÜHL pants are well-known for being tough, comfortable, and versatile – perfect for many outdoor activities. But can they stand up against the rain? That’s the big question we’ll dive into here: Are KÜHL pants waterproof?
We’ll dissect the difference between being classified as waterproof and water-resistant, examine the fabric and construction used in KÜHL’s pants, and dive into tests conducted under wet circumstances. My goal is to provide a clear and detailed guide so you can decide if these pants can keep you dry during your outdoor adventures. Whether you’re a serious hiker, an outdoor sports enthusiast, or just enjoy spending time in nature, this extensive guide is tailor-made for you.
Check out The Ultimate KÜHL Pants Buying Guide if you’re looking for more details on all of KÜHL’s pants.
						

				

				
				
			The Best KÜHL Pants For Wet Weather
		

				

				
				
													[image: Are KUHL pants waterproof - Testing KLASH Renegade Cargo and Silencer pants]													

				

				
				
							If you didn’t know, I live in the Pacific Northwest, which means from about October to May, it’s very likely either raining outside or snowing. Having waterproof pants is pretty much mandatory around here if you spend any amount of time outdoors. Granted, most of the time the rain is more like a heavy mist or really light sprinkle, but if you hang around in it long enough, it will soak through anything that isn’t made specifically for water resistance.
						

				

				
				
										
											
							[image: KUHL RADIKL pants on the bow of a boat in the Pacific Northwest]								
											The RADIKL pants I'm wearing in this picture are my favorite KÜHL pants, but they aren't waterproof at all.
										
							

				

				
				
							If you’re short on time and don’t feel like reading, my personal favorite and go-to choice for waterproof rain pants is the KÜHL KLASH. They do an excellent job repelling water and snow, while also being flexible enough to to comfortably hike around or do any other outdoor activity. I’ve worn my KLASH pants on multiple skiing trips as my primary outer layer, and they’ve done outstanding. I’ve also worn them through multiple rain storms, snow storms, and for several years now.
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							I own three of the four different styles of pants KÜHL specifically recommends for water resistance, except for the RADIKL OUTSIDER. I can say from tons of time in snow and rain in the Pacific Northwest, that my personal go-to KÜHL pants for wet weather are the KLASH. The RADIKL OUTSIDER is a recent addition to the KÜHL pants line, and I haven’t saved up enough to bite the $200 price tag yet.
						

				

				
				
			What Is The Difference Between Waterproof And Water-Resistant?

		

				

				
				
							Waterproof and water-resistant are terms used to describe the level of protection clothing offers against water. When comparing the KÜHL water-resistant pants to a true dedicated waterproof rain pants, the differences can be significant.
Water-Resistant Clothing
Water-resistant clothing, such as the KÜHL RADIKL OUTSIDER pants, KLASH, RENEGADE, and SILENCER pants, provides a certain degree of protection against water. This type of clothing typically features a durable water-repellent (DWR) coating that causes water to bead on the surface instead of soaking into the fabric immediately.
It can withstand light rain and moisture to some extent but is not completely impervious to water. Water-resistant clothing is suitable for activities like light outdoor excursions, hiking in damp conditions, or casual use in light to medium rain showers. However, it may not provide sufficient protection in heavy or prolonged rainfall.
True Dedicated Waterproof Rain Pant
On the other hand, a true dedicated waterproof rain pant offers a higher level of protection against water. It is constructed with materials that provide a complete barrier to water penetration. These pants are typically made with waterproof and breathable fabrics such as Gore-Tex or eVent, which keep water out while allowing excess heat and moisture generated by the body to escape. Waterproof rainpants are designed to withstand heavy rain, storms, and harsh environmental conditions. They are ideal for activities like mountaineering, trekking in heavy rain, skiing, or any outdoor pursuit that involves extended exposure to wet conditions.
While the KÜHL water-resistant pants, including the RADIKL OUTSIDER pants, KLASH, RENEGADE, and SILENCER pants, provide a degree of moisture protection suitable for light rain to moderate rain and everyday use, they are not designed to offer the same level of waterproofing as a true dedicated waterproof rain pant. When choosing between the two, it’s essential to consider the specific outdoor activities and environmental conditions you will be encountering to ensure the appropriate level of protection against water.
						

				

				
				
			KÜHL RADIKL OUTSIDER Pants
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							The KÜHL Radikl Outsider pants are a robust and versatile choice for trail-blazing adventurers. One feature that sets this pair apart is the proprietary Dynawax Ripstop material that provides a perfect balance between firmness and flexibility. Designed as a hard-wearing pant that can endure both brambles and quick climbs, it’s built with 51% cotton, 38% polyester, and 11% nylon. However, these pants aren’t all about sturdiness. Special knit panels strategically placed enhance their flexibility and breathability, making them both comfortable and functional.
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							Additional features of these unique pants include UPF 50+, which offers maximum protection against harmful ultraviolet rays. They also boast eight pockets, three of which are zippered, providing tons of secure storage. The built-in zipper garage adds an extra level of protection against dirt and grime. An overlooked perk is their mesh thigh vents that prove indispensable during hot weather hikes. Finally, an adjustable leg opening allows you to taper the pants as required, making sure they pair well with both your boots and shoes.
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							Additional features of these unique pants include UPF 50+, which offers maximum protection against harmful ultraviolet rays. They also boast eight pockets, three of which are zippered, providing tons of secure storage. The built-in zipper garage adds an extra level of protection against dirt and grime. An overlooked perk is their mesh thigh vents that provide airflow during hot weather hikes. Finally, an adjustable leg opening allows you to taper the pants as required, making sure they pair well with both your boots, shoes, and gators. 
As I mentioned, I haven’t personally put my hands on a pair of RADIKL OUTSIDER pants yet, but based on what I’ve read and all the other KÜHL pants I have, I think these are their top-of-the-line offering as the ultimate outdoor pants. 
In summary, the KÜHL Radikl Outsider pants, with their innovative fabric blend and abundance of user-friendly features, are a great choice for everyone from the casual weekend hiker to the dedicated mountaineer.
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			RADIKL OUTSIDER Pants Features
		

				

				
				
								Durable Water Repellant (DWR): The Radikl Outsider pants are coated with a DWR finish which helps repel water from the fabric surface.
	UPF 50+ Sun Protection: The pants have initiated UPF 50+ for ultimate protection against harmful ultraviolet rays that also often come with harsh weather.
	Dynawax: The pants are crafted with Dynawax for increased durability and water resistance against the elements.
	Breathable Comfort: The pants have an eight-pocket design (three zippered) which allows for greater breathability and comfort during humid or rainy weather.
	Construction Material: The Outsider pants are made with Enduro™ fabric that stretches for maximum comfort and mobility, a crucial feature for wet weather.
	Zipper Garage: The built-in zipper garage keeps your zipper pulls safely tucked away and prevents them from getting snagged on brush or branches and accidentally pulled open.
	Futura Yoke: The pants are equipped with a Futura Yoke, which acts as a form-fitting waistband, ensuring the pants stay put even in wet and windy weather conditions.
	Ventilation: Mesh thigh vents have been incorporated into the design to provide comfort during humid conditions.

						

				

				
				
			KÜHL KLASH Pants
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							The KÜHL Klash Pant is a standout choice for those who find themselves frequently battling the elements. Constructed with durable nylon fabric, these pants are designed to resist abrasion and hold up well against rough outdoor conditions. Additionally, they feature a Durable Water Repellent (DWR) finish that allows the pants to repel water rather than absorb it, so you’ll stay dry even in heavy rain. 
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							The fabric’s four-way stretch allows for excellent mobility, a key feature for any outdoor enthusiast. Reinforced grosgrain ribbon adds durability in high-wear areas, ensuring that these pants can withstand the test of time. Whether you’re hiking, climbing, or simply enjoying an outdoor adventure, the KÜHL Klash Pant offers a blend of comfort, durability, and water-resistant capabilities that make it a formidable option in wet weather.
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							Taking a closer look at the water droplets on the fabric, you can see how they all bead up and would just roll right off if the pants weren’t on a flat surface. That type of beading is exactly what you want to see with waterproof clothing. As soon as the droplets start seeping into the fabric, the water resistance properties go down rapidly. The KÜHL KLASH pants aren’t 100% waterproof though, and if you stay out in some heavy rain long enough, they will eventually start letting water through. 
						

				

				
				
										
											
							[image: ]								
											Water droplets beading up like this is exactly what you're looking for in a quality water resistant pant. 
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							The reason the KLASH pants aren’t 100% waterproof indefinitely is because of the 4-way stretch properties of the fabric. It’s a double-edged sword, unfortunately, between having a fabric that stretches, breathes, and moves with you like the KLASH pants use, versus using a true waterproof material that doesn’t flex and move as well.  Of all the times I’ve worn these pants in all kinds of bad weather, I can remember one day when they eventually soaked through during a 8+ hour hike in a pretty bad rain storm.
Another positive attribute of the KLASH pant FlEXWÜRX™ fabric is that it is extremely abrasion-resistant. I’ve had these exact pants for years, and they still look brand new. The inside of the pants is also nice and soft and these don’t look like your typical rain pants at all. You could easily wear them out around town and no one would bat an eye. 
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							The leg openings of the KLASH pants have quite a few features that really help in snow sports, especially. The two funny-looking pieces of fabric you see on the inside of the ankles are highly abrasion-resistant, so you’re wearing these as ski pants, you don’t have to worry about your ski boots wearing holes in your pants if you’re really getting after it. 
The zippers at the bottom of the legs allow the pants to easily stretch over ski and snowboard boots, and then zip down to a super secure fit thanks to the stretch fabric. There is also fabric behind the zipper, so even if you need to leave it unzipped to clear some huge boots, you’ll still be water-resistant down to your ankles. The front cuffs of the pants also feature boot hooks so you can hook the bottom of the cuff to your boot laces to keep your pants from rising if you’re walking through deep snow. 
You can see these pants in action, along with that boot hook in my Salomon Winter Boot video.  
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			KÜHL KLASH Pants Features
		

				

				
				
								Water-Resistant Finish: The KÜHL pants feature a water-resistant finish, providing protection against light moisture and drizzle, making them suitable for various outdoor activities in damp conditions.
	Tough softshell has a high Martindale Abrasion Test rating (withstands 50k rubs): The tough and durable softshell material used in these pants has a high Martindale Abrasion Test rating, demonstrating its exceptional ability to withstand abrasion and maintain longevity, ensuring reliable performance in rugged environments.
	Unique Two-Tone Weave: The pants boast a unique two-tone weave, adding a touch of style to their design and making them stand out from conventional outdoor pants.
	Soft Brushed Backer for Ultimate Comfort: With a soft brushed backer, these pants offer ultimate comfort, allowing you to stay at ease during prolonged wear in various outdoor pursuits.
	Built-In Stretch: The incorporation of built-in stretch technology allows for unrestricted movement, providing flexibility and comfort for dynamic outdoor activities.
	Full Seat and Thigh: The design features a full seat and thigh, enhancing comfort and ensuring ample room for mobility, making these pants ideal for active pursuits.
	Slight Taper from Knee to Leg Opening: The pants have a slight taper from the knee to the leg opening, offering a modern and stylish fit that complements various footwear options.
	Durable Year-Round Softshell Pant with Style and Performance: These pants are designed to be durable and versatile for year-round wear, balancing style with exceptional outdoor performance.
	Polyester Microsuede Inside the Waistband: The incorporation of polyester microsuede inside the waistband enhances comfort and provides a soft touch against the skin.
	Abrasion-Resistant Ripstop Cuff Guard Stretches with Pant: The cuff guard is constructed from abrasion-resistant ripstop material, offering reinforcement and flexibility to withstand rugged terrain and outdoor conditions.
	Zippered, Bottom Hem Gusset with Boot Hook: This feature allows for adjustable ventilation and accommodates various boot sizes, giving you the freedom to customize the fit based on your footwear needs.
	Durable Nylon Webbing Belt Loops: The pants are equipped with durable nylon webbing belt loops, ensuring reliable support for securing your outdoor belt accessories.
	Crotch Gusset for an Ergonomic Fit: The incorporation of a crotch gusset enhances the fit and comfort, providing freedom of movement and reducing stress in the crotch area during active pursuits.
	Right Thigh Pockets for Easy Access to Valuables: The pants feature right thigh pockets for convenient and secure storage of essential items, offering easy accessibility during outdoor activities.
	Reverse Coil Zippers with Welts to Protect from the Elements: The reverse coil zippers with welts provide added protection from the elements, guarding against moisture and enhancing durability for lasting performance in outdoor environments.
	Mesh Pocket Bags for Low Bulk Breathability: The mesh pocket bags offer low bulk breathability, ensuring ventilation and comfort without adding unnecessary weight or bulk to the pants.
	Custom Reflective Cord Zipper Pulls: The pants are designed with custom reflective cord zipper pulls, enhancing visibility in low-light conditions, improving safety during outdoor adventures.

						

				

				
				
			KÜHL SILENCER Pants
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							The KÜHL SILENCER pants are designed to excel in various outdoor conditions, offering a lightweight ripstop fabric that combines stretch and rebound for unmatched flexibility and comfort. These pants boast an articulated design that allows the body to move freely and naturally, making them an ideal choice for navigating tough trails and challenging terrains.
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							Additionally, the SILENCER pants are equipped with water-resistant properties and premium UPF 50 sun protection, enabling extended outdoor adventures while safeguarding against light rain and harmful UV rays. The SILENCER pants are crafted to demonstrate that soft shell doesn’t have to mean a compromise on technical performance or innovative technology.
						

				

				
				
														
							[image: ]								
													

				

				
				
							When it comes to performance in the rain, the KÜHL SILENCER pants feature a durable water-repellent (DWR) finish, engineered to fend off light rain effectively, keeping you dry and comfortable during unexpected showers or damp conditions. The ripstop soft-shell REFLEX™ fabric not only wicks moisture away but also provides a level of water resistance that helps in protecting against light rainfall, ensuring versatility in various weather conditions.
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											Yyou can see how the DWR coating on my SILENCER pants needs to be refreshed based on the puddles vs beads.
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							The SILENCER pants have similar water-resistant performance to the KLASH, however, these pants have been worn and used for several years, so the DWR coating is starting to allow water through. You can see that happening in the darker areas where the water is soaking into the fabric rather than just beading up and sitting on top. A brand new pair of SILENCER pants would have better water resistance than this example, but even after several years, they still do a pretty good job of keeping the rain out.
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			KÜHL SILENCER Pants Features
		

				

				
				
								Ripstop Soft-Shell REFLEX™ Fabric: The pants are constructed with REFLEX™ fabric, which offers ripstop durability, moisture-wicking capabilities, and a durable water-repellent (DWR) finish, providing effective protection against light rain.

	UPF 50 Sun Protection: With UPF 50 sun protection, these pants are designed to shield against harmful UV rays, allowing for extended outdoor activities under the sun without compromising on protection.

	4-Way Mechanical Stretch: The pants feature 4-way mechanical stretch, allowing for unrestricted movement and flexibility, perfect for dynamic outdoor pursuits.

	Articulated Design and Gusseted Crotch: Engineered with an articulated design and gusseted crotch, these pants offer freedom of movement, ensuring comfort and mobility during outdoor adventures.

	Soft Microchamois-Lined Waistband: The waistband is lined with soft microchamois, providing a next-to-skin softness and comfort for all-day wear.


						

				

				
				
			KÜHL RENEGADE Cargo Convertible Pants
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							The KÜHL RENEGADE Cargo Convertible pants are very similar to the regular RENEGADE pants, with the added functionality of being convertible into shorts. This feature makes them a popular choice for backpackers and hikers who want to pack light but still be prepared for changing weather conditions. Made with the same durable fabric blend as the regular Renegade pants, these cargo pants offer excellent stretch and durability, perfect for outdoor adventures.
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							The main difference between these pants and their non-convertible counterpart is the zip-off legs that convert them into shorts. The zippers are strategically placed so that they don’t rub against your skin or cause discomfort while hiking or biking. The cargo pockets allow you to easily store the legs until you need them again. 
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							In addition to the obvious feature of being removable, the bottom hem of each leg has a zipper and button snap to allow you to easily get your removable pants sections on and off over your shoes or boots. This is awesome since it allows you to quickly swap back and forth between shorts and pants very quickly, instead of having to stop, find a place to sit down, remove your shoes, and then mess around with your pants. 
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							Regarding water resistance, the KÜHL RENEGADE is made from DURALUX™ fabric, a blend of nylon and spandex. As you can see, the water is beading up nicely in some areas, but if you concentrate enough water in one spot, it will start to soak through fairly quickly.
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							These are the lightest pants on the list, so my favorite use for them is summer hiking and kayaking. They are water-resistant enough to keep the droplets of water from my paddle from soaking my shorts, and in the event they do get wet, they dry out pretty quickly. 
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			KÜHL RENEGADE Cargo Convertible Features
		

				

				
				
								Lightweight yet Durable, High-Tech Fabric: The KÜHL RENEGADE Cargo Convertible pants are crafted from a lightweight, high-tech fabric that offers exceptional durability without sacrificing comfort or performance, making them ideal for various outdoor activities.
	Premium Comfort with Two-Way Stretch: These pants provide premium comfort with their two-way stretch technology, allowing for unrestricted movement and flexibility, ensuring a comfortable fit for dynamic outdoor pursuits.
	Water Resistant: Designed to repel water and moisture, these pants offer dependable water resistance, keeping you dry and comfortable in light rain or damp conditions.
	Quick Drying: The quick-drying feature of the pants ensures that they dry rapidly, making them suitable for activities that involve exposure to moisture or wet environments.
	UPF 50+ Sun Protection: With UPF 50+ sun protection, these pants offer reliable protection against harmful UV rays, allowing you to enjoy extended outdoor adventures with confidence.
	Easy Care – Wash and Wear: The easy-care design of the pants allows for simple maintenance, making them convenient for travel and outdoor activities.
	Full Seat and Thigh: Offering a full seat and thigh, the pants provide ample room and comfort for enhanced mobility during outdoor excursions.
	Wide Through Knee to Leg Opening: The wide knee to leg opening ensures a comfortable fit and freedom of movement, accommodating various body types and activities.
	Zips Off to 10” Short: This convertible design allows the pants to transform into shorts, providing versatility and adaptability for changing weather conditions or activity levels.
	STEALTH™ Zip-Off System: The STEALTH™ zip-off system eliminates fabric flaps while maintaining smooth and efficient functionality, optimizing the convertibility feature.
	Compartment Pockets inside Large Cargo Pockets: These pockets keep items secure and organized, offering convenient and practical storage solutions for outdoor essentials.
	Mesh Pockets for Ventilation: The inclusion of mesh pockets provides ventilation, promoting breathability and comfort during outdoor adventures.
	Waistband Peached for Increased Wicking Performance: The peached waistband enhances wicking performance, leading to faster drying times and unmatched comfort, ensuring a pleasant experience during prolonged wear in various outdoor settings.

						

				

				
				
			Can The Water Resistance Of KÜHL Pants Be Improved Over Time?
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							Yes, the water resistance of KÜHL pants can be improved over time with proper care and maintenance. The DWR finish on these pants may wear off after repeated use or exposure to harsh conditions, but it can be reapplied with a DWR spray treatment. Additionally, regularly washing your pants with a technical fabric cleaner and avoiding the use of harsh detergents or fabric softeners can help maintain their water resistance. 
Taking care to properly dry and store your pants after use can also contribute to prolonging their water-resistant qualities. With the right care, KÜHL pants can continue to provide reliable protection against wet weather conditions for years to come.  So get out there and enjoy your adventures without worrying about getting soaked!
						

				

				
				
			How Often Should DWR Be Reapplied On KÜHL pants?
		

				

				
				
					
			
		

				

				

				
				
							The frequency for reapplying durable water repellent (DWR) to KÜHL pants can vary based on usage. Typically, the need to reapply DWR depends on how often the pants are used and the harshness of the activities they’re subjected to. It’s advisable to gauge the effectiveness of the DWR treatment periodically. Common indicators that the DWR needs reapplication include reduced water beading and the pants becoming wet more easily.
As per general guidelines, it may be beneficial to reapply the DWR coating after approximately 10-12 heavy uses of the pants, especially if they are frequently exposed to rain or other moisture. Applying a spray-on or wash-in DWR product is an effective way to revitalize the water-resistant properties of the pants. Additionally, it’s important to wash the pants before reapplying the DWR to ensure any unwanted substances are removed and the new coating can adhere properly.
If the pants are used intensively or frequently for outdoor activities, consideration can be given to reapplying the DWR treatment every few months for optimal water repellency. It’s also recommended to follow the specific care instructions provided by KÜHL for their pants to maintain their performance and extend their lifespan.
						

				

				
				
			Can KÜHL Pants Be Waxed To Improve Their Water Resistance?
		

				

				
				
														
							[image: ]								
													

				

				
				
													[image: KUHL SVG Logo]													

				

				
				
							Yes, KÜHL pants can indeed be waxed to improve their water resistance. In fact, many avid outdoor enthusiasts swear by the technique of waxing their pants for added protection against the rain. 
Waxing involves applying a layer of natural or synthetic wax onto the surface of the fabric. The wax creates a barrier that repels water and prevents it from penetrating through the material. This technique is commonly used on cotton and canvas materials, but it can also be applied to KÜHL pants made from synthetic or blended fabrics.
						

				

				
				
			How To Add Wax To KÜHL Pants
		

				

				
				
							Typically, waxing pants involves applying a layer of specially designed wax to the fabric’s surface, and then evenly distributing it using a heat source. For this, you would first clean your KÜHL pants thoroughly, then apply the wax using a cloth or directly with a wax bar. After applying, you can evenly distribute the wax into the fabric using a hairdryer or iron on a low setting. Remember to test the wax on a small, inconspicuous area first and follow the manufacturer’s instructions.
						

				

				
				
			Materials Required
		

				

				
				
								A pair of clean pants; suitable materials include cotton or denim.
	A bar of specially-made fabric wax, such as Otter Wax (like the brand, not wax made out of otters) or an environmentally friendly alternative like beeswax. KÜHL also makes wax bars.
	A hairdryer or iron to distribute and set the wax.
	A clean, soft cloth.

						

				

				
				
			Steps To Apply Wax
		

				

				
				
								Clean Your Pants: Ensure that the pants are clean before starting. Remove any dirt or stains as these can affect the waxing process.
	Apply Wax: Grab the bar of wax and start rubbing it against the pants. Apply using long, thin strokes in one direction. Make sure to cover all areas of the pants evenly.
	Distribute Wax Evenly: After applying the wax, use a hairdryer or iron on a low setting to warm up the wax. This helps the wax evenly spread and soak into the fabric. Move in the same direction as you did when applying the wax to avoid streaking.
	Let It Dry And Set: After distributing the wax, leave your pants to dry. They should be touch dry quite quickly, but it’s ideal to leave them overnight to ensure the wax sets properly.
	Check the Finish: Once dry, check if the waxing is even. If you missed any areas or if the coating is patchy, repeat the process in those areas.

	Note: Not all types of pants can be waxed. Materials like synthetic fabrics or those with technical membranes are unsuitable. Always do a small test patch before waxing the whole garment.
	Remember that a freshly waxed garment can feel stiff. As you use the product, the wax breaks in and adapts to your movement patterns, much like a good pair of leather boots.
	Care Instructions: Wash waxed pants sparingly. If washing is required, avoid using detergents as they will strip the wax off. Instead, rinse with cold water and sponge off any dirt.

						

				

				
				
							This process can help increase the durability of your pants and provide an added layer of protection against wind and moisture. The wax layer may reduce over time and use, but you can easily reapply to maintain its protective properties. With proper care, waxed pants can serve you well for many years.
						

				

				
				
			Benefits of Waxing KÜHL Pants
		

				

				
				
							Waxing KÜHL pants greatly improves their water-resistant capabilities. This natural method boosts the fabric’s resistance to not only water but also wind, enhancing its protective qualities. Additionally, wax creates a unique, rugged aesthetic that can visually age and personalize your clothes over time.
						

				

				
				
			Frequently Asked Questions
		

				

				
				
					
						
				
					 What makes KÜHL pants water-resistant? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
				
				
							KÜHL pants are treated with a durable water-repellent (DWR) finish, which helps water bead up and roll off the fabric instead of saturating it.
						

				

				

					
						
				
					 How does the UPF 50+ sun protection in the pants work? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
				
				
							UPF 50+ sun protection works by blocking 98% of the sun’s harmful UVA and UVB rays, reducing your skin’s exposure to the sun.
						

				

				

					
						
				
					 What are the advantages of strategically placed zippers in the pants? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
				
				
							Strategically placed zippers provide a high level of adaptability. 
The zippers on the RENEGADE Convertable pants allow the pants to convert into shorts quickly, offering convenience and flexibility during your outdoor adventures. 
The zippers on the sides of the RADIKL OUTSIDER pants allow airflow to your legs during especially difficult or warm hikes.
						

				

				

					
						
				
					 What is the process of improving the water resistance of KÜHL pants? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							Improving the water resistance of KÜHL pants involves regular washing with a technical fabric cleaner, avoiding harsh detergents, and reapplying a DWR finish as needed. You can also apply wax for added durability and waterproofing.
						

				

					

				

					
						
				
					 How often should I reapply the DWR finish on my KÜHL pants? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							The frequency for reapplying DWR to KÜHL pants can vary based on usage. Typically, it’s advisable to gauge the effectiveness of the DWR treatment periodically, especially if the pants are frequently exposed to moisture. Reapplication may be needed after approximately 10-12 heavy uses or every few months for intense outdoor activities.
						

				

					

				

					
						
				
					 Can I wax my KÜHL pants? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							Yes, KÜHL pants can be waxed. Check out this article on KÜHL’s website to learn more.
						

				

					

				

					
						
				
					 Are all KÜHL pants water-resistant? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							Not all KÜHL pants are water-resistant. Their water repellency depends on the specific model and the treatments applied to the fabric. My personal favorite style of water-resistant KÜHL pants is the KLASH. 
						

				

					

				

					
						
				
					 Can waxing affect the breathability of KÜHL pants? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							Waxing can affect the breathability of KÜHL pants, as a thick layer of wax can block the fabric’s pores. However, if applied correctly in a thin, even layer, this effect can be minimized.
						

				

					

				

					
						
				
					 Can I wash my KÜHL pants without affecting their water-resistant properties? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							Yes, you can wash your KÜHL pants. To maintain the effectiveness of the DWR treatment, it’s recommended to use a technical wash or mild detergent specifically designed for outdoor apparel. Always follow the care instructions provided by KÜHL.
						

				

					

				

					
						
				
					 Can I apply additional DWR treatment to my KÜHL pants? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							Yes, you can reapply DWR treatment using spray-on or wash-in products designed for outdoor apparel. Ensure that the pants are clean before reapplying the treatment for optimal adhesion.
						

				

					

				

					
						
				
					 Do KÜHL pants lose their water-resistant properties over time? 

							
			
			
		

						
				
					
				
				
							The water-resistant properties of KÜHL pants may diminish with prolonged use and exposure to elements such as dirt, oils, and abrasion. Reapplying the DWR treatment can help restore the water-repellency of the pants.
						

				

					

				

					
					

				

				

				
				
			Final Thoughts on Waterproof KÜHL Pants
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							In conclusion, KÜHL pants offer a diverse range of options designed to cater to outdoor enthusiasts looking for reliable and high-performance gear. When it comes to the ability to repel water, it’s essential to differentiate between waterproof and water-resistant qualities. The KÜHL KLASH pants, while demonstrating impressive water resistance with water droplets beading up on the fabric, are not entirely waterproof due to the 4-way stretch properties of the fabric. Although they are highly effective at repelling light rain and mist, prolonged exposure to heavy rainfall may eventually compromise their water resistance.
For individuals residing in regions with frequent precipitation, such as the Pacific Northwest, investing in waterproof rain pants is crucial. While the RADIKL pants from KÜHL are a popular choice, they are not waterproof, making them less suitable for wet conditions. However, the KÜHL KLASH pants emerge as a standout choice for waterproof rain pants, offering a balance of comfort, durability, and water resistance.
Ultimately, one’s choice of outdoor pants should align with the specific environmental conditions and activities they intend to undertake. Considering the extensive range of options offered by KÜHL, taking into account factors such as water resistance, breathability, and flexibility will enable outdoor enthusiasts to make an informed selection that best suits their needs.
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						Jeremy is the founder of The Warrior Solution and a former member of the All Guard International Competitive Shooting Team. He is also a double Distinguished Pistol and Rifle holder, Governor's Twenty tab holder, and Chief's Fifty recipient, as well as a recipient of several other shooting-related awards.   
    Jeremy has also done government contract jobs, including work as a tactical driving instructor and shooting instructor with various contracting companies, in addition to running The Warrior Solution.					
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